
What’s next for Banff Avenue
Pedestrian Zone?

Each summer since 2020, the Town of Banff has 
created a pedestrian zone by temporarily closing to 
vehicles two blocks of Banff Avenue, first as a 
pandemic safety measure, then as an economic 
recovery attraction and improved pedestrian 
experience for residents and visitors. 

Share your thoughts! The Town is seeking input 
from residents to help inform Council's decisions

on December 18.  Public workshops, meetings, and online engagement gathers community 
perspectives on their experiences with the Pedestrian Zone and what they want for the future.
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Banff Avenue is Evolving​
Banff Avenue has evolved over the decades, changing with different needs, uses and opportunities. ​​
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Person visits to  
Banff National ParkSince Banff Refreshing was completed 

in 2008, a 33% increase in visitation

has occurred.  With the provincial 

population expected to surpass 7M in 

the next 30 years, we should expect to 

accommodate a growing visitor base
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Concerns Benefits

1. 1.

2. 2.

3. 3.

​




Moving Forward
Banff Town Council also asked for concept 
designs to be developed to provide an idea of 
what a permanent zone could look like and to 
highlight features for community discussions. 

Scatliff +Miller + Murray Inc. have created 
concepts based on guiding principles, policy, 
and initial public feedback.

Protect and amplify views to the 
Cascade Mountain.

Provide a balance of private and 
public space.

Improve accessibility and 
permeability.

Preserve and build upon existing 
character streetscape elements.

Provide seasonal flexibility.

Guiding principles:

Banff Avenue Downtown Pedestrian Zone - Existing Condition   

public amenity

public amenity

lanes
lanes

median

Banff Avenue Downtown Pedestrian Zone - Asymmetrical

public amenity

public amenity

shared lane

Banff Avenue Downtown Pedestrian Zone - Symmetrical

public amenity

public amenity

public 

amenityshared lane
shared lane

Design Concept 1: Asymmetrical

Design Concept 2: Symmetrical

Existing Conditions
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Design  
Concept 1: 
Asymmetrical
Option

Design  
Concept 1: 
Symmetrical 
Option

Moving Forward



There are 
strategies to 
support 
year-round 
activation, 
enhance 
pedestrian 
comfort, and 
facilitate 
winter 
maintenance 
and 
operations.  

These 
strategies 
can be 
applied to 
both design 
options.



Table Discussion 
Based on the early design concepts, what does your future Banff Avenue look like? 

Are there features from the concepts you think we should consider?
Are there other infrastructure changes to the street, sidewalks, intersections or 
adjacent streets to make it better for pedestrians or drivers?
What are short-term and long-term needs?



Thank you for participating!
The feedback shared with Town representatives, through the online survey, at the 
public workshop and focus groups will be summarized and shared back with the 
community on the project web page. The summary will be shared with Council to 
help inform discussion on the future of the Banff Avenue Pedestrian Zone this 
December.

Learn more, visit banffviewpoints.ca/banffave




